
Munificent, Wise and Thoughtful Gifts: 
Grace and Peter Redpath and the Redpath Tracts 

by Allan Bell 

Shortly after Peter Redpath's election to the Board of Governors in 1864, he began to donate books to the University 
of McGill College. With these early donations, the Redpath Historical Collection was formed. One of the major 
facets of the Historical Collection are the Redpath Tracts, the first Series of which was donated by Peter Redpath 
in 1880. His wife, Grace Redpath, augmented the original donation in 1901 and 1903, andfurther additions have 
been made by the McGill University Libraries. This paper presents brief biographies of Grace and Peter Redpath 
and describes the history of the Redpath Tracts. What would otherwise be merely a history of a collection of tracts 
is enlivened by the human stories of the Redpaths, their associates, an the librarians caring for the collection. 

Peu apr2s que Peter Redpath eut t t t  tlu mernbre du Conseil des gouverneurs en 1864, il commenga a faire don 
d'ouvrages a Z'Universitt de McGill College, lesquels furent a l'origine de la Collection Redpath. L'un des 
principaux tltments de cette collection est constituk par les Tracts Redpath, dont la premidre strie fut un don de 
Peter Redpath en 1880. Cette collection initialefut enrichie ensuite par les dons de son tpouse Grace Redpath en 
1901 et 1903, puis par d'autres en provenance des biblioth2que.s universitaires de McGill. Cet article prksente une 
br2ve biographie de Grace et de Peter Redpath et relate l'historique des Tracts Redpath. C'est ainsi que la simple 
narration des faits concernant une collection d'opuscules se transjiorme en un rtcit fascinant grcice a la dimension 
humaine donnte aux Redpath, h leurs associb et aux bibliothtcaires chargb de la collection. 

n Redpath: R e  History of a Sugar House, 
Richard Feltoe describes the establishment of 
Peter Redpath's association with the 
University of McGill College: 

Elsewhere during the year [1864], Peter 
Redpath was honored by his election to 
the Board of Governors for McGill 
University, establishing a connection that 
was to last until Peter's death, and that 
would greatly benefit the university.' 

The author is primarily concerned with the history 
of Redpath Sugars, and understates the influence of 
this beneficiary of McGill. Peter Redpath must be 
considered one of the greatest benefactors of McGill 
University, and is certainly one of the most 
prominent during Sir William Dawson's tenure as 
Principal (1855-1893). In addition to the endowment 
of a chair of Natural Philosophy in 1871, the 
establishment of the Redpath Museum in 1880 and 
the Redpath Library in 1893 - gifts which "ensure 
that the name of Mr. Peter Redpath will ever be 
rememberedn2 - he also gave the University a 
considerable number of books. 

The Museum and the Library, because of their 
size and tangible nature, have often overshadowed the 
seemingly less important gifts of books. However, 
by the sheer number of books donated, and the 
historical importance of many of these works, 
Redpath's influence on the scholarship of the students 
and faculty of McGill is as significant as the donation 
of the buildings which bear his name.3 By the time 
of his death, in 1894, the Peter Redpath Historical 
Collection had grown to more than 2676  volume^.^ 
Sadly, however, Redpath's philanthropic spirit 
proved, and in the case of the Redpath Tracts still 
proves, to be somewhat overwhelming. The exact 
number of volumes in the Redpath Historical 
Collection is too often clouded by the phrase "with 
subsequent additions" io determine the full extent of 
the man's contributions accurately. 

GRACE AND PETER REDPATH 

Peter Redpath5 was born in Montreal on August 1, 
1821. He was the second child and first son of John 
Redpath and Janet McPhee. John Redpath emigrated 
from Scotland in 1816, and through his business 
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ventures in the colony, first as a contractor for such 
projects as the Lachine Canal, Notre Dame Church, 
and the Rideau Canal, gained prominence and wealth. 
Little biographical data is available for Janet McPhee, 
other than that she was from Glengarry County, 
Upper Canada. 

Peter was educated at St. Paul's School, Montreal, 
which Sir William Dawson described as "then one 
of the best institutions of higher education in his 
native Province." Peter was reportedly "one of the 
best pupils of a large class, and . . . earned the respect 
and love of his class-mates by his equitable and 
amiable temper and his kindness to the junior boys. "7 
Although these words of praise must be placed in the 
context of Sir Dawson's commemoration of 
Redpath's life, the documents available in the McGill 
University Archives suggest that these qualities, 
instilled in the young Redpath, survived until his 
death. 

At the age of sixteen, Redpath was sent to 
boarding school in Manchester, England. Feltoe 
suggests that the move to England was a result of his 
father's recognition "that this [I8371 was not the time 
to keep his family in Montreal, where martial law 
was in force,"' as a result of the Patriotes rebellion. 
The young man might well have been sent to England 
in any case, not only to further his liberal education 
but also to begin training for business, as such 
opportunities were more developed there. 

On October 16, 1847, Peter Redpath married 
Grace Wood9, the daughter of a William Wood of 
Bowden, England. Wood was "noted among his 
fellow citizens as an eminent promoter of 
philanthropic objects. "lo John Redpath's business 
interests led him to open the John Redpath Canada 
Sugar Refinery on August 12, 1854, a business that 
he operated alone for two years and in "1857, 1858 
and 1859 in company with his eldest son Peter 
Redpath under the firm of John Redpath and Son. "I1 
Despite various set-backs, such as unfair tariff 
structures, the lack of locally available raw sugar and 
a small local market, the Canada Sugar Refinery, and 
its various successors, were - and indeed remain - a 
success. 

From these beginnings, Peter Redpath's business 

interests took on an ever widening sphere. In 1866 
he became a director of the Bank of Montreal, and 
soon afterwards of the Montreal Rolling Mills, 
Montreal Telegraph Company, several mining 
companies, and the Intercolonial Coal Company. In 
short, Redpath was involved in a wide range of 
Canadian business concerns. He took special 
interest in the development of the North-West 
territories, and his Directorship of the Bank of 
Montreal embroiled him in the political wrangling 
over the establishment of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. 

In 1879, he resigned most of his directorates and 
settled with Mrs. Redpath in England. They 
purchased Chistlehurst Manor in Kent and, with the 
exception of several visits to Canada, spent the 
remainder of their lives in England. After 1882 
Redpath further limited his business activities, 
remaining only on the London Board of the Bank of 
Montreal. However, as Dawson comments, "Mr. 
Redpath's life in England was not altogether one of 
repose."" At the age of sixty he began the reading 
of law, and succeeded in being called to the bar as a 
member of the Middle Temple of London. The fact 
that Redpath began a new career so late in life may 
be significant. Also of potential interest is the 1872 
partnership agreement between Peter Redpath and his 
brother-in-law George Alexander Drummond 
concerning the Redpath Sugar Company 
Incorporated. The clause stating that "It is probable 
that Peter Redpath will be absent the greater part of 
the time"I3 and the fact that Redpath indeed proved to 
be "scrupulously absent"14 leads Feltoe to suggest: 

...p erhaps it was not that Peter did not 
care to work, as might be supposed 
from his travels following his father's 
death [5 March 18691 but rather that 
he.. .merely needed to find his own place 
in life free from the dominating 
influence of John Redpath. l5 

In his relations with McGill, however, no such 
qualifications exist: "In his connection with the 
University.. .Mr. Redpath was invaluable. " l6 Redpath 
took a keen interest in the University, and regularly 
corresponded with the Principal and other officials. 
In a letter dated April 26, 1888, Redpath acted on 
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behalf of the University regarding a missing book 
with Robert Bowes, of McMillan and Bowes, 
Cambridge. He further offers his opinion on co- 
education, saying "I do not like the idea." Also in 
this letter he hints at the gift he planned, remarking 
that "The Library must be very crowded now. " I 7  In 
short, Redpath was greatly concerned with the 
advancement and the activities of the University, and 
'in the midst of many other avocations, he was 
always alive to its interests, and was constantly 
contributing to its advancement in many quiet and 
thoughtful ways"18 In addition to his advice and 
other activities as a Governor and friend of the 
University, the tangible and physical contributions of 
buildings, departmental chairs, and books make his 
association invaluable indeed. 

Shortly after Redpath's return to England 
following the opening of the Redpath Library in 
October 1893, he died at the Manor House on the 
first of February, 1894. As Dawson notes the "news 
of his sudden and unexpected death, received by 
cable, fell like a thunder-clap on his many friends. "I9 

Although neglected by traditional histories, Grace 
Redpath camed on her husband's philanthropic 
association with the University of McGill College. 
As Dawson notes: 

Mrs. Redpath survives her husband, and 
is his executrix, not merely in the legal 
sense, but as one wisely and loyally 
desirous to carry out his wishes, and 
herself deeply interested in the 
educational and benevolent enterprises of 
her deceased husband. "20 

Little is known of her life, other than that she was 
born at Bowden, Cheshire, England:' perhaps in 
1815," and died the 29th of January 1907. 

The record of her association with McGill after 
the death of her husband, however, can be partially 
reconstructed from a small collection of her letters in 
the University Archives. In addition to contributing 
two large stained glass windows to the Library, Mrs. 
Redpath corresponded directly with Charles H. 
Gould, the first University LibrariaaZ3 She had a 
keen interest in the welfare of the Library, arguably 

as keen as her late husband's. In an undated letter 
from 1894 she writes Gould about a donation of 
books: 

I enjoyed looking at them before I sent 
them to Cambridge to be packed, with 
the others. My dear husband has had 
them for some time, he told me he 
would not send them until1 [sic] there 
was a change in the Tariff, immediately 
on hearing that books were to be free of 
duty, I sent them away ." 

Unfortunately for this study, Charles H. Gould 
and Mrs. Redpath became friends; thus their 
correspondence after 1895 did not regularly find its 
way into the University Archives. However, a 
misunderstanding between Dawson and Mrs. Redpath 
concerning the increase of her gift to the Library 
required official correspondence. As recorded in the 
Library Letter Book, when Sir William Dawson 
implied that she wished to increase her contribution 
by $10,000 rather than to that amount, Gould was 
obliged to clear up the matter. After reassuring Mrs. 
Redpath, Gould closes the letter: "I shall try to write 
soon, and give you any news that I can. This note is 
only for the business [relations intact]. "" Clearly the 
two corresponded privately, and Gould visited Mrs. 
Redpath when in England. Her contributions to 
McGill, whether motivated by fastidious compliance 
with her late husband's wishes, or by her own 
philanthropic interests, or some combination of both, 
were significant and considerable. Mrs. Redpath, 

who from the day when she came as a 
young bride to Canada to the present 
moment has been a steadfast friend of 
every good work in Montreal, has, like 
her former partner in life, taken an 
especial interest in the cause of higher 
education, and both before and since her 
husband's death, has given largely to 
McGill University. In 1894 she 
contributed $1 1,500 for museum 
expenses; in the same year she 
contributed $40,500 for the maintenance 
of the library; and only recently she has 
completed the building of an additional 
wing to the Redpath Library.26 
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After her death, in a letter to McMillan and 
Bowes, the English bookdealers, Gould recognised 
the loss to the University, the Library and himself 
personally. After the typescript portion of the letter, 
concerning business matters, he was moved to add 
the following in his own hand: 

The loss of Mrs. Redpath has been 
indeed a sad blow to the Library, and I 
feel personally that I have lost one of 
my kindest and most thoughtful friends. 

Will you let me know please, how much 
money would be needed to keep up and 
bind all the continuations you have been 
in the habit of sending the Library for 
Mrs. Redpath. If I can get somebody 
here to supply it I shall be glad to ask 
you to keep on sending them to the 
Library. 27 

Although it is often difficult to intermingle personal 
friendship and the relationship between a benefactor 
and recepient, there is no evidence to suggest that 
Gould was not completely sincere in this sentiment. 
Mrs. Redpath, like her husband, had become a 
generous friend to McGill, always concerned with the 
growth and direction of the University. Together, the 
Redpaths were highly significant forces in the 
development of McGill University. 

THE REDPATH TRACTS: THE HISTORY 

In the McGill University Libraries' Department 
of Rare Books and Special Collections' Inventory of 
Special Collections, the Redpath Tracts are described 
as being 

Donated to McGill in 1888, 1901 and 
1903 by Mrs. Peter Redpath. They had 
been collected for the Redpath family in 
Britain by a librarian. Additions have 
been made since.29 

The confusion about the Redpath Tracts is clearly 
demonstrated in this erroneous description. In fact, 
Series 1, the "1888" donation, was made in 1880, 
and it was given by Mr. Peter Redpath. Series 2 and 

3, the 1901 and 1903 donations, were given by Mrs. 
Redpath; however, they were not collected by a 
librarian. 

The fact that the Tracts are so little understood 
and used is largely attributable to the insufficient 
bibliographical control of these materials. Although 
the collection is referred to as one of the assets of the 
McGill University L i b r a r i e ~ , ~ ~  its full extent has not 
been established because it has not been adequately 
catalogued. Had the collection been catalogued in 
any year previous to the beginning of Pollard and 
Redgrave or WingM, the standard collection of 
Seventeenth Century British material might well have 
been the Redpath Tracts. There exists such richness 
and duplication in the collection that McGill could 
have taken the lead in the bibliographical 
identification of Seventeenth Century books. Instead 
the access to the collection was and is based on, as 
shall be shown, two faulty printed catalogues and a 
card catalogue solely dependent on the first editions 
of Pollard and Redgrave and Wing. 

Although this paper answers a number of 
questions concerning the Redpath Tracts, the history 
of the collection remains incomplete. Given the 
origin of the Tracts, more information may be 
available in the United Kingdom. Most of the 
information for this paper was gleaned from the 
McGill University Archives and the collective 
memories of a number of Library staff, both past and 
present. This paper, then, is the beginning of the 
narrative of the Redpath Tracts, as told in the words 
of the parties concerned from archival records. 

If, as according to Gerhard R. Lomer, University 
Librarian from 1920-1947, the "first selections" for 
Series One were made by the late Professor Henry 
M ~ r l e y , ~ '  a finer judge of English books could 
scarcely be imagined. Morley was an indefatigable 
populariser of English Literature and the "first 
Englishman to make the academic teaching of English 
his full-time profession. "32 

M ~ r l e y ~ ~  was born in London on September 15, 
1822 and was educated in Germany and at King's 
College, London. In 1844 he began to practice 
medicine, but after four years his partner's 
dishonesty left him bankrupt. Morley then kept 
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school, first in Manchester and then at Liscard, near 
Liverpool, until 1850. His experiences in Germany 
strongly influenced his educational philosophies, but 
he was also an innovator. He abolished all 
punishment, attempted to foster pupils' esteem for 
their studies, and - in true Victorian style - attempted 
to form the character of his students by appealing to 
higher motives. His schools and methods proved to 
be very successful. 

He discovered his skill at public speaking while 
running his schools and the positive response to his 
style and rhetoric led him to try his hand at 
journalism. His submissions were noticed by Charles 
Dickens who offered Morley a position on the 
London staff of Household Words. He also 
contributed to All the Year Round, and The Examiner, 
becoming the joint editor of the latter in 1856 and 
sole editor from 1859 to 1864. His writings were not 
limited to magazine articles, but also included a 
number of books. 

Morley's true vocation became apparent when he 
was appointed evening lecturer at King's College in 
1857, and in 1865 he became professor of English 
Literature at University College, London. Morley's 
lectures were not only heard in London; he brought 
his lectures to other parts of Britain, traveling 
especially to the north of England. As an academic, 
he turned his pen to the writing of text-books, notably 
his First Sketch of English Literature, which sold 
over thirty four thousand copies during his lifetime. 
He is principally remembered as a popularizer of the 
English Classics, editing multi-volume series, such as 
Cassell's Library of English Literature (5 volumes. 
1875-81), Morley's Universal Library (63 volumes. 
1883-88), Cassell's National Library (214 volumes. 
1886-90), The Carisbrooke Library (14 volumes. 
1889-91), and Companion Poets (9 volumes. 1891- 
92). In 1879 his labours brought him an Honourary 
LL.D from Edinburgh and in 1882 the principalship 
of University Hall, London. He retired to 
Carisbrooke, Isle of Wight, to complete English 
Writers, which, by the time of his death on May 14, 
1894, remained incomplete at eleven volumes. 

From the evidence of bookplates and order books, 
Series One of the Redpath Tracts was presented to 
McGill in 1880. Perhaps because of the opening of 

the Redpath Museum in the same year, the 307 
volumes are not mentioned explicitly in the 
documents that I perused in the University Archives. 
Although Peter Redpath was probably thanked for 
such a significant gift, a letter of thanks, or an 
acknowledgement in the "Volumes of Donations to 
the Library," has not been located. 

A year after the creation of the Committee of 
Corporation regarding the affairs of the Library, the 
committee recognised and reported a problem with 
the tracts in the Annual Report of 1883: 

In the Redpath collection there are 307 
volumes of very valuable Tracts and 
Pamphlets, on political and cognate 
subjects, and extending from the year 
1632 to 1860, which have never been 
catalogued; [sic] so that their contents 
are practically unknown, and their value 
for reference is consequently diminished. 
It would, therefore, be a great boon to 
students of the political history of the 
Mother-country were a catalogue of 
these tracts and pamphlets prepared for 
their use. But to do this, as it should be 
done, would be a work involving the 
expenditure of much time and thought, 
and of more money than your 
commmittee can, under present 
circun~stances, venture to apply for.34 

The Committee's attitude characterises the treatment 
the tracts have received in the intervening one 
hundred years and more at McGill. While the 
collection is recognised as a valuable and useful 
research collection, the library, as we shall see, has 
been unable to devote the money or the thought to 
provide bibliographical control equal to the value of 
the tracts. 

One year later, in the Annual Report of 1884, the 
oversight seems to have been addressed, and the 
committee proudly reports: 

A very important and much-needed 
improvement has been made by the 
preparation and printing, in a handsome 
form, of a special Catalogue of the 307 
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HISTORICAL TRACTS, ETC. 43 

Figure I. Page 43 from an unamotated copy of the Catalogue for Series I .  A Catalogue of Boob Chiefly 
Relating to English and American History and Antiquities, Together with a Collection of Historical, 

Ecclesiastical, and Political Tracts from 1624). Presented to the University of McGill College, Montreal, by 
Peter Redpath, Esq. 1864-1884. (Cambridge: MacM illan and Bowes, 1884). 
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Ohlulea I, 164n HISTORICAL TRACTS, ETC. 43 

VOL 39. 1647 (2). 

Propositions from Parliament to the King for Peace. 
Ordinance. ReIievin~ Weekly Assesments 

Figure 2. Page 43 from the annotated copy of the Catalogue for Series I .  

5 1 
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vols. of very valuable Tracts and 
Pamphlets in the Redpath Collection, to 
which reference was made in the last 
Annual Report. For this service the 
University is indebted to Mr. Peter 
Redpath, the Donor of the Collection, 
who defrayed the entire cost of the 
preparation and printing of the 
Catalogue. Much credit is also due to 
Mr. Taylor, the Assistant Librarian, 
who was charged by Mr. Redpath with 
the preparation of the Catalogue, for the 
very careful and satisfactory manner in 
which he did his part of this important 
work. 3S 

Unfortunately, however, the Catalogue was soon 
found to be lacking entries for several pamphlets. 
There is an annotated copy, which Stuart J. Reid, 
who collected Series 2 and Series 3 for Mrs. 
Redpath, is said to have used to avoid duplication 
(Figures 1 and 2). To date, the best listing of the 
pamphlets in this and the other Series - excluding 
Series 3, which has brief cataloguing records on 
MUSE - is the card catalogue in the Department of 
Rare Books and Special Collections, but, as will be 
discussed below, its adequacy is also open to 
question. 

Series Two, or the Grace Redpath Collection, was 
presented to the Library in 1901. (Figure 3) "The 
Report of the Library Committee", June 10 to Oct. 
5, 1901, states: 

One of the most important gifts of books 
that the Library has ever received has 
come from [sic] from Mrs. Peter 
Redpath, in the form of some 5,000 
tracts, handsomely bound in about 580 
volumes. These tracts have been 
collected for Mrs. Redpath by Mr. 
Stuart J. Reid, editor of the series 
"Prime Ministers of Queen Victoria", 
and author of a life of Lord John 
Russell, a life of Sidney Smith and other 
works. Mr. Reid has been actively 
engaged upon this task during the last 
five years, and the basis of the present 
collection is a group of state pamphlets 

gathered by Sir John Bramston (1611- 
1700), Chairman of the Committee in 
the House of Commons in the early 
years of Charles 11's reign. The whole 
collection is intended to supplement the 
Redpath Historical Tracts given by Mr. 
Peter Redpath some years ago, and 
illustrates the growth of opinion in 
matters religious, political literary and 
social, from the days of Queen Elizabeth 
to the dawn of the 19th century.36 

The text of this report has been "borrowed" from 
Stuart J. Reid's introduction to the collection, bound 
in each volume and in its printed catalogue, and this 
description has not been substantially changed since 
1901. 

Biographical data on Stuart Johnson Reid is 
difficult to find; however, his compilation of both 
Series 2 and Series 3 makes him integral to the story 
of the Redpath Tracts. Reid3' was born at Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, probably in the year 1849, and was the 
son of Alexander Reid, who died in 1887. He was 
the brother of Sir Thomas Wemyss Reid, who is 
listed in f ie  Dictionary of National Biography, and 
the father of Thomas Wemyss Reid (born 1886). 

Nothing is known of his early education. Reid 
was, however, a student at Cheshunt College from 
1871 to 1875 and he bequeathed the College a marble 
bust of John Milton and one thousand volumes from 
his library in "acknowledgement of the reduced fees 
accepted by the Committee from him on account of 
his father's narrow means . . .when the testator was 
a student at the C~llege."~' 

His chosen profession was that of a minister, and 
it is through this occupation that he and his wife 
probably met the Redpaths. He was Congregational 
Minister at Higher Broughton, Manchester, 1875 to 
1880; at Wilmslow, Cheshire, 1880 to 1887; at 
Chistlehurst, 1888 to 189539, and at East Grinstead in 
(and around) 1905. It would seem that the Redpaths 
and the Reids became acquainted while Reid was at 
Chistlehurst. The couples appear to have become 
friends, and remained so even after Reid's move to 
East Grinstead. Grace Redpath mentions the Reids in 
fond terms in two letters. In a letter to Gould dated 



November 2, 1895, Mrs. Redpath states that she "has 
just returned from a few days visit to Mr. & Mrs 
Reid in their new home in East Grinstead, I am 
hoping that they will be better for the change;" in the 
second letter, dated January 25, 1896, she states that 
she has "been to see them once, & Mrs. Reid has 
been here, but I do not see them as frequently as I 
formerly did."40 

Stuart J. Reid also had a great deal of interest in 
literary work. He is "said to have been on the staff 
of Cassell's the publishers," and was for "14 years 
the chief reviewer of the Leeds Mercury and for 30 
years on the literary staff of the old Standard. "4' He 
contributed to the Spectator, Speaker, f ie  Dictionary 
of Nnrional Biography, and other periodicals. In his 
own words, he wrote "constantly, & often under [his] 
name and initials for the Weekly Survey". 42 He also 
had business interests, and was a director of the 
London publishing concerns Sampson Low and 
Company, and of Isbister and Company.43 Mr. Reid 
d i d  in East Grinstead on the 27th or 28th of August, 
1927. 

Reid, however, was neither a librarian nor a 
bibli~grapher;~ he was probably recruited by his 
friend Mrs. Redpath to augment the 1880 donation of 
Peter Redpath because of his literary interests. The 
first mention of these "new Tracts" came in a letter 
dated July 29, 1895 from Reid to Gould which was 
written and posted to the Librarian while he was 
visiting Great Britain. The two had discussed the 
proposed Tracts, among other matters, and Reid, 
perhaps optimistically at this early date, is already 
wondering about the University die for the binding. 
Reid also mentions that he 

shall look forwarded [sic] to the 
annotated copy of the Redpath History 
Tracts Catalogue with pencil notes 
showing the ommissions [sic] in the 
printed book.4S 

Although in a letter to Gould on January 25 1896, 
Mrs. Redpath is speaking of a particular moment in 
time, her words probably encapsulate Reid's work 
for the next six years; Mr. Reid became "busy at 
work with some valuable Tracts he has met with. 

m e  Redpath Tracts 

53 

Gould and Reid carried on a brief and factual 
correspondence from September 1899 to November 
1901 concerning the tracts. On September 18, 1899, 
Reid requested that Gould send "a sample volume of 
the Peter Redpath Historical Tracts, as the time is , 

rapidly approaching when I hope to bind up the 
companion Grace Redpath Series. " Mrs. Redpath 
and Reid wished "to keep the [two] works as far as 
possible uniform. " 

Reid continues with an apology: 

I am sorry that the work has taken so 
long, - but there have been real 
difficulties in the way - tedious to 
relate, though none the less actual. 
I think that the new collection will be a 
real & great acquisition to the Library. 
It certainly represents a vast amount of 
search & I have taken care by an appeal 
to your annotated catalogue to prevent 
repetitions, & to make the collection 
strong in years and in subjects in which 
its predecessor was weak. 

Reid concludes the letter with an offer to Gould: "If 
there is any point you wish to raise with me about 
the books, let me hear. "47 

Unfortunately, the "real difficulties," too "tedious 
to relate," would have been most valuable to this 
study. Where and how Reid bought the Tracts can 
only be surmised. Given his occupation and 
interests, it is unlikely that he went to auctions 
personally. He could have hired "pickers" to locate 
and buy the material, but his most probable course of 
action would have been to tell various booksellers 
that he was looking for this type of material. The 
collection was clearly expensive; Robert Bowes of 
McMillan and Bowes wrote Gould on November 2, 
1900 that "Mrs. Redpath spoke to [Bowes] some time 
since about cutting down the continuations [for 
McGill], as she had been spending a good deal on the 
Historical pamphlets selected by Mr. Stuart Reid. 

Gould, when he answered Reid on October 20, 
1899, did indeed have some suggestions as to the 
presentation of the Tracts. After acknowledging that 
he had sent a Volume of the Redpath Historical 
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Figure 3.  The title page of the Printed catalogue for Series 2. Catalogue of a Collection of Historical Tracts, 
1561-1800 in DLXXXII Volumes, Collected and Annotated by Stuart J.  Reid. f i e  Gift of Mrs. Peter Redpath to 

the Redpath Library, McGill University, Montreal. (London: Printed by the donor for private circulation, 
1901). 
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Tracts, he expresses his certainty that "the new 
collection will be most valuable and we shall be very 
glad, indeed, to get it in the Library." He then 
offered Reid a reasonable opinion; an opinion so 
reasonable, in fact, that one could wish that it had 
been followed: 

I think it would be well to bind the 
Tracts so far as possible in very thin 
volumes. It is much more convenient to 
catalogue them when this is done.49 

Upon receiving the volume from Gould, however, 
Mr. Reid found himself with a problem. In his letter 
dated November 2, 1899 he writes 

I should much prefer to have one of the 
Earlier volumes, say vols XIV - XV - or 
XVI & anyhow not later than the middle 
of the seventeenth century. The Tracts 
you send relate to the middle of XIX 
Century, & I have none anywhere near 
that in date. The strength of the new 
collection is in the seventeenth century. 

In his post script he made his request more explicit: 
'I should like to see in the fresh volume sent how old 
tracts of various sizes have been treated. What I 
want in fact is a typical difficult small quarto 
volume. 

On November 13, 1899, Gould acquiesced to 
Reid's request with reservations: "I cannot see, 
however, that [the new volume] will be of any 
assistance to you, as the binding of the whole series 
is absolutely uniform." The volume that Reid was 
first mailed would not differ in outward appearance 
from the next one sent. The difference would be the 
handling of different formats within one volume. As 
Series 1 is bound for the most part by date, octavos, 
quartos and even sixteenmos find themselves in the 
same volume. Gould remarked quite correctly "that 
the binding of these is by no means a model which 
1 should wish to see followed." He continued: 

In the first place, it is a great pity and, 
as you know, detracts seriously from the 
value of the pamphlets to remove the 
original covers before binding. In the 

next place, trimming of the edges is 
fatal, and this has been done to a 
surprising extent in the collection we 
now have. I should therefore 
recommend that the volumes sent you be 
used solely to preserve uniformity in 
outward appearance, and I would also 
recommend, as in my former letter, 
most strongly, that the number of 
pamphlets in each volume be restricted 
as far as possible. This will save a great 
deal of time and money in the 
cataloguing." 

Again, Gould had given sound advice, but 
unfortunately it was not followed. Reid did bind 
together different formats. Further, in volume 
DLXXX, the bottom three centimeters of the pages of 
one of the pamphlets is folded over to fit into the 
codex. This volume is not only cropped, as are the 
other volumes, but also gilded. While Reid took 
more pains to bind items of similar size together, he 
nonetheless bound and cropped the tracts of Series 2. 

Clearly, the Tracts were being bound by the end of 
1899, and yet they did not arrive in Montreal until 
the middle of 1901. For the year and a half between 
these two dates, it appears that Reid decided to take 
on the cataloguing of the tracts himself. (Figure 4) 

After the Tracts had been received by McGill, Reid 
wrote to Gould a significant letter dealing with the 
the reception of the Catalogue: 

I was glad to learn of the safe arrival 
of the Tracts and Mrs. Redpath sent me 
Lord Strathcona's letter of thanks the 
other day. 

I want to tell you that Mrs. Redpath 
denies [that] copies of the Catalogue 
[were] sent to the Parliament Library, 
Ottawa, & also to Quebec and Toronto. 
I told her that you probably had sent 
these, but if any [sic] of the three is not 
on your narrow list will you kindly let 
me know, & I will forward the volume 
with explanatory letter. 

I am sure you will be pleased to learn 
that Sir Maunde Thompson, Sir William 
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Muir (Edinburgh) Principal Donaldson 
(St. Andrews) Mr. Clark (Cambridge 
Registrar) & others have expressed in 
warm and emphatic terms the sense of 
value of the gift. Mrs. Redpath singled 
out two great Nonconformist Colleges 
Mansfield Oxford [,I Westminster 
Cambridge for the gift, & both Dr. 
Fairbairn & Dr. Oswald Dykes have 
written in most appreciative terms. The 
former describes the volume as a sound 
& valuable bit of work & likely to prove 
of the utmost value to students engaged 
in historical research. At Cambridge 
they were particularly glad to get the 
book because they are making a 
collection of Tracts themselves. 
Maunde Thompson - 2 copies have gone 
to the British Museum - wants three to 
go to Australia, but I am not sure that 
they can all be spared; especially as Sir 
William Muir is anxious that the same 
number should be sent to India & a 
claim has been put in for South Africa. 
No copies - beyond one or two reserved 
by Mrs. Redpath - have gone to private 
hands, but 2 have been sent to the press 
Athermum and Literature. 

Mrs. Redpath was anxious that her 
life-long friend Sir Charles Tupper 
should at all events see the book & in 
the end we arranged that he should carry 
out to Canada a copy to Manitoba 
University. Besides this a special copy 
has gone to Dr. McVicar at the 
Presbyterian College in your city at 
Mrs. Redpath's request. One has gone 
to the University of Wales & another to 
that of Dublin, & Glasgow 
&Durham[added] have not been 
forgotten. 

I thought you would like these details 
& if you will tell me about the reception 
on your side I shall be pleased.s2 

If Gould reported the "reception" of the CataZogud3 
at Canadian and American institutions, his letter 
appears not to have survived. It seems likely, 
however, that the same positive review would be 

elicited from the institutions that were given a copy. 
A gift is not likely to be harshly criticised by 
recipients. 

The copy sent to the Athenmum however was 
objectively reviewed. The anonymous reviewer's 
conclusion concerning the Catalogue remains as valid 
today as when the review was written: "the catalogue 
is of little use as a work of reference." The 
criticisms are many, and sound: 

Although the catalogue is clearly not the 
work of a trained bibliographer, Mr. 
Reid has performed his task with zeal 
and industry. His method, however, 
leaves much to be desired. The books 
have been bound up, as a rule, 
according to the date of publication 
when this is known, but sometimes 
according to subject. ... For this Mr. 
Reid may not be responsible, but for the 
extraordinary omission of all  
publishers' or printers' imprints and of 
all descriptions of size he must surely be 
answerable. With an arrangement and 
ommisions [sic] of this sort it becomes 
hard to use or check the catalogue. 
Notes to titles are appended, giving a 
brief biography of the author; when the 
name is familiar this seems superfluous, 
but when the name is less familiar the 
note is often omitted, although the 
'Dictionary of National Biography' 
might have supplied materials. This 
would not matter much were it not for 
the fact that the only index provided is 
an index to these haphazard annotations. 
. . . If a student happen to know the date 
of publication of the work he seeks, he 
may possibly find it, by looking through 
all the titles of tracts printed in that 
year; other clue to its place in the 
collection there is none. There is an 
occassional note to the number of the 
edition, but as the numbering of editions 
was not the practice of the early 
printers, an attempt to describe an old 
book in this way is wholly unscientific. 
Repeated reference to a work styled 
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'Wood's Athenoxon' betrays weakness. Mr. Reid 
has worked hard to identify the authors of anonymous 
tracts, and, since his experience in this line is not 
great, his labours are worthy of all praise, but many 
further identifications could be addeds4 

The review is clearly judicious. Although it seems 
very critical, the analyses are backed up with 
evidence and alternatives. The Bibliographic Society 
was begun in Great Britain just before this time; the 
anonymous reviewer of the Catalogue brings up 
points which identify him, if not as a "trained 
bibliographer," as a person who at least understood 
some of the intricacies of Seventeenth Century books. 

Perhaps ironically, the harshest criticism of the 
catalogue - and of Series 2 - came from McGill 
Professor Charles W. Colby,'"n a memorandum 
dated April 22, 1904: 

Mr. Stuart Reid's Catalogue of the 
Redpath Tracts' [sic] must be called a 
slight and unscholarly performance. 
The collection itself contains a good deal 
that is valuable together with a good 
deal that is padding. But why such a 
catalogue should have been printed and 
put in circulation, one can hardly 
imagine. Mr. Reid gives the titles of his 
tracts, arranged chronologically, and 
furnishes various annotations which are 
almost wholly biographical. The work 
of transcription has been done either 
with little care or without the least 
knowledge of bibliographical method. 
No Librarian could think of taking this 
book as the basis for a set of catalogue 
cards. The annotations are even worse. 
With trivial exceptions they relate 
merely to the author or the edition. No 
attempt is made to determine the 
authorship where the tract is anonymous 
or where the author's name does not 
occur in the Dictionary of National 
Biography. I should say that more than 
three-fourths of the tracts are quite 
unannotated. The notes when given, are 
often inaccurate oe [sic] puerile - 
sometimes both. . . . Mr Reid does not 

attempt to clear up difficulties but 
devotes long notes of the most 
commonplace character to celebrities 
like Bolingbroke, Fielding and Dr 
Johnson. A catalogue of historical tracts 
is destitute of value unless addressed to 
scholars. Such notes as Mr Reid 
supplies might be addressed more 
properly to sch~olboys.'~ 

In the University Archives with this memorandum 
is a typed transcription of "Correspondence" marked 
"Private," dated February 27 to April 21, 1904. The 
first letter is from A.E. Fairbairn, Principal of 
Mansfield College, Oxford to Sir William ~eterson" 
with Peterson's response second, a cablegram from 
Mrs. Redpath to Peterson next, followed by a letter 
from Peterson to Mrs. Redpath, another letter from 
Mrs. Redpath, a cablegram from Lord Strath~ona,'~ 
and a cabled reply from Peterson to Lord Strathcona. 
This carefully transcribed group of communications 
deals with the possibility of conferring an honorary 
degree on Stuart J. Reid. As early as 1901, Reid 
was dropping hints as to his suitability: 

Sir Charles Tupper thinks that McGill 
should give me the LL. D, and says Lord 
Strathcona ought to be approached. You 
[Gould] were good enough to say 
something of the same sort + if you can 
bring my claims forward directly or 
indirectly, I shall be immesely obligeds9 

Sir William Peterson's first reaction to the proposal 
- "Has he no connection with any Scotch University 
to which it might be at least as natural for him to 
look as to us?60" - illustrates a certain reluctance. 
This, coupled with the context of this transcribed 
correspondence and the Colby rnemorand~m,~' makes 
it possible to conclude that Peterson was documenting 
a case against an honorarium for Reid. Strong 
justification would be n d e d  given Reid's influential 
supporters, Mrs. Redpath and Principal Fairbairn.62 

Despite these noted shortcomings - both objective 
and subjective - the printed catalogues (with a main 
entry card file) continue to be the only access to 
Series 1 and 2. Rosemary Haddad, the Print Curator 
and Assistant in the Department of Rare Books and 
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Special Collections, wrote to Professor J.N. 
Buchanan in Cambridge that the "chronological 
listing for series 1-3 is to be found with the tracts in 
bound volumes which you no doubt saw when you 
were here." This letter is dated 5 June 1970.63 Not 
only researchers, however, would be affected by the 
imperfections of the Catalogues. McGill's collection 
development librarians would be adversely affected 
by the failings as well. 

No systematic collection development policy 
seems to have been developed for the Tracts since 
their arrival at McGill. This deficiency is not 
entirely to be disparaged, as the later additions of 
Series 4 to 9 include a number of "duplications" 
which are necessary for descriptive bibliographers. 
However, considering that McGill was given a 
collection of tracts recognised as significant, 
researchers would have been greatly served had the 
collection been enlarged systematically, rather than in 
such a haphazard manner. To add to the collections 
in the 1990s may be prohibitively expensive. 

Although the numbering of the first three series is 
straightforward, for the later series, that order 
appears to be lost. The assumption has been that the 
numbers were based on successive acquisition.@ But 
series 4 was acquired in 1934, series 5, 6 and 7 in 
1925, and series 8 in 1926. Perhaps the disbinding 
of the original volumes of Series 4 and the later 
additions made it comparable in size, scope and 
content to the original three series. Other British 
historical materials acquired have not been designated 
"Redpath Tracts." The funds used do not help 
either, as series 7 was not purchased with Redpath 
endowment funds, but with general funds. The later 
acquisitions were separate, not successive, and the 
criteria necessary to be labelled a "Redpath Tract" 
are unclear. 

In the middle 1960s, however, the problems of 
access to the Redpath Tracts, appeared on the verge 
of resolution. Elizabeth Lewis, Head of the Rare 
Book Department, reported to John Archer, Director 
of University Libraries, on 1 August 1966, under the 
heading "Work done on the Redpath Tracts:" 

Last year Mrs. Carroll and I [Mrs. 
Lewis] completed the chronological list 

on cards of all eight series of the 
Redpath Tracts (an estimated 25,000 
items). 

This summer ... a library school 
student, began the author listing on cards 
of the first bound series [Series 11; in 
the prst month she catalogued 650 
pamphlets. She will be working for 
another month this summer and will 
presumably do a considerable number 
more than the first month.65 

Later on, another Library school student worked on 
the Tracts. His report is dated 23 May 1968: 

Series I contains 1424 tracts which 
fall into the Wing period, 1641-1700. 
All are catalogued, checked and filed 
with the exception of 340 folio size 
items. (Of these, 158 [(folios), added] 
are catalogued but the cards have not 
been checked. 182 [(folios), added] 
remain to be catalogued. I have checked 
corrected, and filed 534 items.) 

Series 11. Volumes XXXVII- 
CCXXXVIII cover the Wing period, 
164 1 - 1700. These 20 1 volumes contain 
1505 items. Of these, I have catalogued 
719 items in volumes XLIX-CLXXIII. 
The cards are checked and filed. 

Cataloguing follows the Wing STC 
style with minor variations. Main entry 
is author, if known, otherwise short 
title. I estimate that see references, 
generally from title to author, are 
required for half the main entries. 

Of the 1253 items I have handled, 18 
tracts are not mentioned in the 
bibliographic sources that I c o n s ~ l t e d . ~  

What can be immediately ascertained from these 
reports is that the word "bibliography" is not the only 
word that is used in a variety of ways by a variety of 
people; "catalogue" here is minimal indeed, referring 
to copying from either the Pollard and Redgrave or 
Wing STC catalogues. Clearly, this is better than 
nothing. However, the problem inherent with relying 
solely on Short Title Catalogues for an entry is 
obvious indeed, especially as second editions with 
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conspicuously more entries have appeared for both 
Short Title Catalogues. The second report, asserting 
that eighteen of the tracts are not in any reference 
source, states the problem explicitly. Each new 
edition of the STCs will be a little more complete and 
give a slightly better representation of the output of 
English presses. But will each of the entries in the 
card catalogue be checked against these newer 
editions? 

Also, the fact that the "cataloguer" of Series 1 
was able to complete 650 entries in a month is 
troubling. Assume that she was full-time, worked 
eight hour days, did not work weekends, and further 
that she did not take a break, but worked for a full 
eight hours every day. The student completed one 
entry every 14.7 minutes. She could have done very 
little more than look at the tract, or even worse the 
Catalogue entry6', refer to the appropriate Short Title 
Catalogue and copy the information onto a card. 

Serious problems with the card catalogue became 
apparent in the course of research on theWilliam 
Pryme material (1600-1669) in McGill collections. 
For instance - considering the mere sixty-six items of 
Prynne's owned by McGill - one pamphlet, and one 
complete volume of pamphlets were not represented 
in the listings for Series 2. Also in Series 2, there 
are six supplementary volumes that have been 
"catalogued" on one card as "A Collection of fifty- 
three political and ecclesiastical Tracts. " Further, in 
the unbound Series 4, a pamphlet that has never been 
recorded was located. 

Granted, there are several real difficulties that the 
Redpath Tracts present to the would-be cataloguer. 
In the bound series, since they have been cropped, 
there is no convenient way of locating where one 
tract ends and the other begins. In the unbound 
series, the pamphlets stick together, or perhaps have 
been previously bound together and not subsequently 
separated; it is quite understandable that a pamphlet 
can be missed. The result is that the bibliographical 
control provided by the either the published or card 
catalogues is insufficient. 

The need for a true catalogue of the tracts looked 
as if it would be met at the end of 1966. On 
December 7, 1966, the Dean of the Graduate 

Faculty, Dr. Stanley Frost, wrote the following 
memorandum to Professor Donald Theall in the 
Department of English: 

The University Libraries Committee 
agreed to request the Committee on 
Research for the sum of $5,000 for two 
years in order to complete the 
cataloguing of the Redpath Library 
Tracts by January lst, 1969. It was also 
agreed that a subsidy should be sought 
from the Canada Council to enable us to 
publish a catalogue when completed in 
the not too distant future. 

I have every hope, therefore, that we 
shall be able to achieve what should 
have been done long since for this 
valuable co l le~t ion .~  

This hope, as the Rare Book Librarian, Elizabeth 
Lewis pointed out to Archer, was optimistic given the 
available resources: 

I believe that the cost of cataloguing is 
about $5.00 per title, with an average of 
about 7-10 titles per day. Which means, 
that the cost will be between $100,000 
and $150,000. It will take (10 titles per 
day) between 7 and 9 years to finish, at 
this rate. 

Obviously the $10,000 is unrealistic, 
as is the two-year limit. 

Lewis' realism is further evidenced by her 
suggestion that "experienced cataloguers" should be 
found, and "when this money was used up, more 
would be required." Her postscript to this same 
memorandum is also interesting: 

Assuming the Redpath Tract Collection 
to be worth a million dollars (30,000 
tracts at $30.00 each) it would seem 
well worth while to begin serious work 
to make them available. 69 

Archer responded to Lewis' concerns quickly, on 
February 6, 1967: 

While I appreciate your memorandum 
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of January 26th re the cataloguing of the 
Redpath Tracts this is not quite the nub 
of the matter under review. 

The $5,000 is available per year for 
two years for a specific purpose - to list 
(not to catalogue) the Tracts in the 
manner many of the are already listed in 
Wing. 

If the Library cannot undertake this, 
or if the Library does not wish to 
oversee the work on this project, then 
the money will be offered to a 
department. We are not in a position to 
say "no" to a departmental attempt at 
listing. And if the cataloguing is to take 
seven to nine years - and I think this to 
be a reasonable estimate - then the 
Library Committee undoubtedly will opt 
for a bibliographical listing. After all 
$10,000 is well spent if the users get 
seven or eight years use of the Tracts 
under a sufficient listing. And the 
cataloguing can go on at the same time 
or when staff is available. 

We must think in terms of the work a 
non-professional can do. I am in 
sympathy with the immediate needs of 
the users and can readily differentiate 
between the work done for $10,000 and 
the much more detailed and professional 
job to be done later. The former is a 
working tool - the latter will be a 
bibliographical tool. May I have your 
view on the $10,000 matter.70 

By April 1970, $1,500 remained in the account. A 
person was to be found for the fall "to complete as 
much of the project as the funds at our disposal will 
permit. "7' And so the matter remains. The report of 
the Library Committee in 1883, it seems, remains as 
applicable for the entire Redpath Tracts as it had 
been for Series 1 alone; a catalogue is needed, "but 
to do this, as it should be done, would be a work 
involving the expenditure of much time and thought, 
and of more money than your committee can, under 
present circumstances, venture to apply for. " 

One bright spot in the history of the bibliographic 
control of the Redpath Tracts is that the first 235 

volumes of Series 3 is now available in MUSE. 
Between 1985 and 1987 brief records, without subject 
headings, were added to the Public Access Catalogue. 
Only Siemen's collection of scientific pamphlets 
(volumes 238-280, 1848-1 88 I), and the eight tracts in 
volumes 236 and 237, remain uncataloged. This 
Series was selected because a "database" such as 
STC or Wing did not exist for 19th Century 
materials. Not surprisingly, of all the Redpath Tracts 
those with minimal cataloguing on MUSE get 
significanly more use, as patrons can access them 
through the Public Access Catalogue. 

In the end, then, it is very difficult to evaluate the 
Redpath Tracts as a scholarly collection. Although 
the collection is valuable, the bibliographic control 
makes it difficult to use. Ironically, the lack of 
bibliographic control is both a positive and negative 
aspect of the collection. Bibliographers will find a 
degree of duplication convenient for their research; 
however, literary and historical researchers could 
have expected a richer and more complete source had 
the Library been able to systematically add to the 
collection. The Tracts probably are one of the finest 
records of British history outside of the British 
Library; but there could be - and probably are - 
hidden jewels that have not been brought to light. 

THE REDPATH TRACTS: A SUMMARY 
DESCRIrnION 

Approximately 25,000 pamphlets and tracts 
illustrating the religious, political, scientific, and 
social history of the British Isles during the period 
1561 to 1900, with emphasis on the Seventeenth 
Century. Divided into 9 series based on separate 
acquisition. Reportedly one of the finest collection of 
its kind outside the British Library. Representative 
of the collection's contents are the extensive 
holdings on the Popish plots in Series 5 and other 
series (1678-1700); the twenty volumes of marine 
tracts of Series 6 (1703-1862); the forty-two volumes 
of the Siemens collection of scientific pamphlets in 
Series 3 (1848-1881); and the six volumes of tracts 
by William Prynne in Series 2 (1629-1668) and other 
series. There is some Nineteenth Century North 
American and European material in the co l l ec t i~n .~~  
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Series 1 
307 Volumes 
1624- 1860. 
Bound chronologically 
Selected by Professor Henry Morley. 
Presented by Peter Redpath in 1880. 
Chronological printed list: A Catalogue of Books 

Chiefly Relating to English and American History 
and Antiquities, Together with a Collection of 
Historical, Ecclesiastical, and Political Tracts 
@om 1624). Presented to the University of 
McGill College, Montreal, by Peter Redpath, Esq. 
1864-1884. (Cambridge: MacMillan and Bowes, 
1884). 

Card File in Rare Book Department 

Series 2 
582 Volumes 
1561-1800 
Bound chronologically 
Selected by Stuart J. Reid. 
Presented by Grace Redpath in 1901. 
Chronological printed list: Catalogue of a Collection 

of Historical Tracts, 1561-1800 in DLXXYII 
Volumes, Collected and Annotated by Stuart J. 
Reid. The Gift of Mrs. Peter Redparh to the 
Redpath Library, McGill University, Montreal. 
(London: Printed by the donor for private 
circulation, MCMI). 

Card File in Rare Book Department 

Series 3 
280 Volumes 
1 800- 1900 
Bound chronologically 
Selected by Stuart J. Reid. 
Presented by Grace Redpath in 1903. 
Chronological printed list: Catalogue of a Collection 

of Historical, Political, Economic and Other 
Tracts and Brochures, in 280 Volumes, 1800- 
1900, arranged by Stuart J. Reid. The Gift of 
Mrs. Peter Redpath to the Redpath Library, 
McGill University, Montreal. (London: Printed 
by the donor for private circulation, 1903). 

Typed index by broad subject or title: Inda  to a 
Collection of Historical, Political, Economic and 
Other Tracts and Brochures, in Two Hundred and 
Eighty Volumes, 1800-1900, arranged by Stuart J. 
Reid. The Gift of Mrs. Peter Redpath to the 

Redpath Library, McGill University, Montreal. 
(London: Printed by the donor for private 
circulation, 1903). 

Volumes 1 to 235, 1807 records, are represented on 
MUSE,73 without subject headings. 

Series 4 
103 boxes 
1603-1897 (mostly XVIII Century) 
Original volumes disbound and boxed; a few bound 
volumes 
38 Volumes of Tracts acquired from Bowes and 
Bowes, Cambridge in September 1934. Order 
67211, £72, charged to P.W. and J.C. Redpath 
endowment fund. Other material added. 
Card File in Rare Book Department. Chronological 

arrangement. "Cards have been checked with 
Pollard & Redgrave, and Wing; entries agree with 
the Brst edition of both works, and the 
corresponding number is cited. " 

Series 5 
4 Volumes 
1678-1700 
Popish Plots 
Bound, but not chronologically 
4 Volumes of Tracts acquired from Henry Sothern 
and Company, London in September 1925. Order 
258 17, E 10.0.0, charged to P. W. and J. C. Redpath 
endowment fund. 
Chronological typed list: Mrs. Beryl M. Parker and 

Mrs. Caroline M. Riddel. A Catalogue of the 
Pamphlets Relating to the Popish Plot in the 
Tracts of the Redpath Library of McGill 
University. Jan. 3 1. 1964. Note: this catalogue 
lists items in the first eight Series of the Redpath 
Tracts. 

Card File in Rare Book Department. Chronological 
arrangement. 

Series 6 
29 Volumes 
1703- 1862 
British Marine Tracts 
Bound, but not chronologically 
29 Volumes of Tracts acquired from Henry Sothem 
and Company, London in September 1925. Order 
25815, £ 18.18.0, charged to P. W. and J.C. Redpath 
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endowment fund. 
Card File in Rare Book Department. Chronological 
arrangement. 

Series 7 
11 Volumes 
1604-1750 
Theological Tracts 
Bound, but not chronologically 
11 Volumes of Tracts acquired from P.J. and A.E. 
Dobell, London in September 1925. Order 23 148, 
£3.10.-, charged to general funds. 
Card File in Rare Book Department. Chronological 
arrangement. First editions of Pollard & Redgrave, 
and Wing checked. 

Series 8 
12 Volumes 
1751-1842 
Scottish Tracts 
Bound, but not chronologically 
12 Volumes of Tracts acquired from Reynield 
Atkinson, London in AprilIJune 1926. Order 28065, 
£7.0.0, charged to W.W. Redpath endowment fund. 
Card File in Rare Book Department. Chronological 
arrangement. 

Series 9 
Not bound 
1585-1816 
Around 400 Tracts acquired from Laurie Hill, 
Montreal in April-June 1966. Order 47286, 
$1778.00 charged to Alice Redpath endowment fund; 
and 43560, $1710.00 charged to Alice Redpath 
endowment fund. 
Card File in Rare Book Department. Arranged in 
two alphabetical lists as acquired. 

Notes 

1. Richard Feltoe, Redpath: The History of a Sugar 
House (Toronto: Natural History1 Natural Heritage, 
Redpath Sugars, 1991), 63. Henceforth cited as 
"Feltoe" 

2. Sir. J .  William Dawson, In Memoriam: Peter 
Redpath (Montreal: For the University, "Witness" 
Printing House, 1894), 7. Henceforth cited as 
"Dawson" 

3. To illustrate this assertion, it can be noted that 
Edward Arber's, A Transcript of the Registers of 
the Company of Stationers' of London, 1554-1640 
A.D. 5 vols (London : s.n., 1875-1894), which 
remains in the Reference Collection, was donated by 
Peter Redpath. 

4. McGill University, Annual Calendar, 1894-95 
(Montreal, 1896), 244. 

5. The following sketch of Redath's life is derived 
from three main sources. Sir Stephen Leslie and Sir 
Sidney Lee, The Dictionary of National Biography, 
Volume XVI, (London: Oxford UP, 1959), 827-828; 
Richard Feltoe, Redpath: R e  History of a Sugar 
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